A meeting of Gosbeck Parish Council was held on Thursday 16th January 2025 at 7.30pm at the Village Hall.

Those present were Katy Last, Alistair Turnbull, Vivien Bannister, Richard Coonz, Emily Monaghan, David Penny and Hazel Chittock (Clerk)

1. Apologies and approval of absence
Apologies were received from Councillor John Whitehead

2. To receive declarations of interest
None

3. To resolve that the minutes of the meeting held on 17/11/2024 are a true and correct record
Agreed and signed by the Chair

4. Matters arising
David informed the meeting of a site visit by Mid Suffolk to the stables at Pettaugh Lane Gosbeck following complaint raised at the November meeting but no further information known.

5. Public Participation
Report had been received from David and John.  David informed the meeting that changes to the current  local government structure are coming. There will be a Mayoral combined authority for Norfolk and Suffolk with elections in May 2026. New Unitary Authorities will be created that will replace the replace the current County Council and the district and borough authorities. The new unitary authorities will deliver all the services in their area. The County Council has asked government to postpone the 2025 May County Council elections as they think they need to in order to prepare for inclusion in the fast track programme for these changes. Concern has been expressed at the possible loss of democracy. How many unitary authorities there will be in Suffolk and Norfolk is yet to be decided. The minister has indicated he foresees 2 or 3 in both Suffolk and Norfolk. The County Council have indicated they would prefer one.  
The Government has introduced new planning/housing information  to provide clearer guidance on affordable housing.  Also, support for farming with one advisor in place and MSDC looking to employ another.
David also informed the meeting there is a pot of £50000 in MSDC’s Pride In Your Place fund.  It was agreed to pursue some of this funding to purchase a village sign for Gosbeck.



6. Planning
DC/24/05373  -  Hill Farm Demolition of buildings  -  permission granted
DC/25/00141  -  Hill Farm Change of use from Agricultural Buildings to
Dwelling Houses  -  approved by Council			

7. Finance
a. Monthly payments  -  £100 paid to Headway Suffolk and thanks
received.
b. 2025/2026 budget  -  agreed it is unlikely we will need further funding.
c. Monthly reconciliation  -  £2901.08 in bank as at end of December 2024
d. Council agreed to set Parish Precept 2025/26 at £1500.00.
Form duly signed by Chair and Clerk

8. Correspondence
None

9. Village Hall
Richard gave the meeting an update on Village Hall matters since the November meeting.
The toilets have now been redecorated  -  energy provider changed  -  Annual Audit carried by Mr Roger Lay  -  all OK.   Approx £13000 in bank currently.  Goose running at 87% profit.  New shed in place for Inclusive Opportunities at their cost.
Brunch & Buy joint venture with St Mary’s Church  -  £1220 profit  -  split to be agreed.
Christmas Tree Lights Switch On well attended with our recently elected MP joining us.  Judy blessed the tree and The Right Honourable Patrick Spencer flicked the switch.  All remained indoors as appalling weather outside.  The Ten Village Band kindly played for us again.
There will be a Complimentary Cake & Coffee Morning in 18th January
Followed by various events:

15th March		St Patrick’s Party
25th April		Gary’s General Knowledge Quiz
12/13th July		Dunwich Dynamo
30th August		Barbecue
20th September	Complimentary Coffee & Cake
24th Oct		Simon’s All Music Quiz
30th Nov 		Christmas Brunch & Buy
6th Dec		Christmas Tree Lights Switch On


10. Any Urgent Matters
Fly tipping again over Christmas holiday  -  freezer in field entrance belonging to Mr Last  -  reported by Hazel and quickly removed by MSDC.
STOP THE QUARRY meeting has taken place end of November  -  David had attended  -  large number of objections  -  concerns for number of movements.

11. Date of next meeting
Thursday 13th March 2025

The meeting closed at 20.30h.




